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server room
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work room

foyer (shared spaces) third floor
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entrance hall
exposition hall
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depository service
internet room
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meeting room
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circulation desk
exposition hall
book depository

catalogues depository

library services

doorkeeper
est room
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open air parking
underground parking
HVAC

work room

spare room

energy center
technology room
service access

used paper storage ~
bike parking
sprinkler technology

storage
maintenance
technology
sprinkler reservoir

A
first floor

second floor
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study area

hall

open-shelf area
book depository
depository service
reference desk
conference hall
storage

lecture rooms
cloakroom

Opened in September 2008, the new library was the winning pro-
posal from an open architectural competition in 2002. It is situ-
ated on the banks of the Orlice River in the east Bohemian town
of Hradec Kralové, near the secondary school building designed
by famous Czech architect Josef Gocar (1880-1960).

The formal expression of the building is a five-story high letter “X”
, castin concrete. A concrete fagade and structure underscore the
monumental form of the “X" and the solidity of the monolith. The
interior is also expressed in concrete. The library is cut through at
grade level . One can walk through the building without enter-
ing the interior. The structure creates an open public urban space,
which corresponds with the Projektil's ideas about openness in
public buildings through thoughtful architectural design.

From the path, one can enter the library, the café (on the south
side), and the exhibition hall (on the north side, by the river)The
entry to the library hall is situated in the center of the X-shaped
building. There, the main vertical communication elements (open
stairways and elevator) are illuminated by a circular skylight. Visi-
tors, librarians, and books begin at this central vertical point and

are distributed to the four wings of the X. Public spaces are lo-
cated in the two eastern wings and occupy three floors. There are
stacks, study rooms, individual study rooms, and a service counter
In the other wings, there are offices and storage and a conference
hall on the fifth floor.

Each floor has a different color and colored flooring plays an im-
portant role in defining the interior atmosphere. The architects
invited artists and graphic designers to collaborate on the interior
design, resulting in two large wall paintings and an innovative,
new navigation and information system. The interior finishes are
exposed concrete, colored linoleum floors, painted doors, white
or maple acoustic panels, wooden tables and chairs, and galva-
nized sheet metal book shelves.

Energy conservation was a primary design consideration and sig-
nificantly informed the overall design. For climate conditioning,
radiant heating/cooling piping is embedded in the structure and
filled with a variable temperature water/glycol liquid media.
Projektil Architekti
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Project: Research Library in Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic
Architects: Roman Brychta, Adam Halit, Ondrej Hofmeister, Petr LeSek
Planning: Deltaplan s.r.o.

Energy analysis: Jan Zemligka

Graphic designer: Kultivar, Pixl-e

Art work: Martina Novotna

General contractor: VCES a.s.

Client: The Research Library, The Ministry of Culture of Czech Republic
Location: Hradec Kralové, Czech Republic

Gross floor area: 13,000m?

Total enclosed volume: 57.300m?®

Design: 2002~2004

Construction: 2004~2008
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